
Stephenson County Zoning Board of Appeals 

Short Minutes 

Public Meeting 

January 12, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 

 

The monthly meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order by Chairperson Mary Ann Ostendorf 
at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2023, in the Stephenson County Courthouse, Courtroom #1, Freeport, 
Illinois. Present were Marty Zamudio, Garrett Miller, Michael Lehmann, and Director of Building and Zoning 
Beth Henning. 
 
Minutes from the November 2, 2022, meeting was reviewed. On a motion by Mike Lehmann seconded by 
Marty Zamudio the motion passed with a 3-0 vote.  Mr. Miller was not in attendance. 
 
The first hearing of the evening was for Thomas Rothschadl. Mr. Rothschadl is requesting a Special Use to 
allow for a single-family dwelling in the ag district.  Mr. Rothschadl stated he and his wife would be purchasing 
the 3.1 acres of timber from his uncle.  This portion of the acreage is not tillable and only a portion of the timber 
will be cleared for the dwelling and the remainder will remain.  The other portion of the parcel will also remain 
as cropland.  The soil boring performed indicated soils are compatible for a traditional septic. 
 

• Thomas Rothschadl  
403 S Locust  
Lena, IL 61048 

 
Official Objectors: 

• Earnest Stabenow Jr.  
10262 Welt Road 
McConnell, IL 61050 

 
Mr. Stabenow spoke on the zoning code and that non-farm dwellings should not be allowed in the A-1 (Prime 
Agriculture) District.  The County should preserve and protect all cropland.  He stated there are 15 livestock 
operations in the one- and one-half mile distance surrounding the proposed special use and the dwelling will 
interfere with their operations.  He stated all non-farm single-family dwellings should be located with in a city, 
town or village or in a subdivision, not in the A-1 District.  He stated there will be indiscriminate residents and 
he has dealt with non-farmer issues and does not want to do it again. There is no need to put a residence 
immediately adjacent to a pasture.   

 
The Board then discussed the matter further.  On a motion from Marty Zamudio, seconded by Mike Lehmann 
that the Special Use to allow for a single-family dwelling be granted without conditions.  A recommendation will 
be sent to the County Board that the Special Use be GRANTED. 
 
YES Votes: 

• Will not impede farm production 

• Scattered non-farm dwellings in the area 

• Adequate utilities will be in place 

• No detriment to the health, safety, and welfare 
 
NO Votes: 

• NONE 
 

1. The proposed Special Use will not be detrimental to or endanger the health, safety, 

morals, comfort, or welfare of the public. 

 

 The Special Use will be compatible with the permitted uses established in the Standard Met 



adjacent agricultural district. 

2. The proposed Special Use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other 

property in the immediate vicinity for purposes already permitted or substantially 

diminish property value for permitted uses in the immediate area. 

 

 No adverse impact on other property in the vicinity of the subject site or on the 

environment, including air noise, storm water management, wildlife and natural 

resources are anticipated from the development of the site. 

Standard Met 

3. The proposed Special Use will not impede the orderly development of the surrounding 

property for uses permitted in the district. 

 

 The Special Use will not impede development of permitted uses adjacent to or 

within the immediate vicinity of the site. 

Standard Met 

4. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or 

will be provided. 

 

 The Special Use will not create a burden on the County of Stephenson or other 

public service providers. 

Standard Met 

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress and egress so 

designed as to minimize traffic congestion in the public streets.   

 

 Adequate utilities, ingress/egress to the site, access roads, and drainage have been 

or will be provided.   

Standard Met 

6. The establishment, maintenance and operation of the Special Use will be in 

conformance with the preamble to the regulations of the district in which the single-

family dwelling is proposed to be located. 

 

 The proposed Special Use will not be detrimental to the permitted uses. Standard Met 

7. The proposed Special Use, in all other respects, conforms to the applicable regulations 

of the underlying Zoning Districts. 

 

  Standard Met 

 
The second item on the agenda was for a Code Amendment to Article III Accessory Buildings – Subsection 
400-14(F), Intermodal Shipping Containers.  Ms. Henning presented the code amendment to the Board.  After 
discussion, the members of the Board decided to hold the Code Amendment back until February 9, 2023, for 
further review. 
 
The third item was Code Amendment to Article IV General Provisions 400-23.3 Solar Power Generating Plant 
– Subsection 400-23-3 A (1) Setbacks.  Ms. Henning presented the amendment to the Board. Ms. Henning 
stated Zoning Office will not have to take this on as a task, the individual solar company will initiate the waiver 
if they deem it necessary for their site.  The waiver would be binding and recorded with the Stephenson County 
Recorders Office.   On a motion made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Lehmann that the Code Amendment be 
granted.  A recommendation will be sent to the County Board that the Code Amendment to Article IV General 
Provisions 400-23.3 Solar Power Generating Plant – Subsection400-23-3 A (1) be GRANTED. 
 
The final item for the evening was for a Text Amendment to 400 Attachment 1 “Table of Special Uses” Battery 
Energy Storage Systems to include M-1 (Limited Manufacturing) and M-2 (General Manufacturing District).  
Ms. Henning informed the Board that this was an oversite when originally passing the current Amendment.  
The addition of the two zoning districts would be beneficial.  On a motion from Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. 
Lehmann be grated.  A recommendation will be sent to the County Board that the Text Amendment to 400 
Attachment 1 “Table of Special Uses” Battery Energy Storage Systems to include M-1 and M-2 be GRANTED. 
 
On a motion from Mr. Zamudio seconded by Mr. Lehmann that the Zoning Board adjourn.  All members voted 
YES Thursday.  
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is February 9, 2023. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Beth Henning, Zoning Administrator 



 
 
 


